[Comparative study of nosocomial and community acquired lower respiratory tract infections. A prospective study of 232 cases].
Quantitative sputum culture, single catheter protected specimen brush, blood culture, culture of pleural and other body fluid were used in a prospective study of 232 cases of lower respiratory tract infection. 123 cases of nosocomial infection (Group 1) and 109 cases of community acquired infection (Group 2) were analyzed comparatively. Significant underlying diseases were present in 100% of Group 1 and 66.1% of Group 2. 74.8% of Group 1 and 9.2% of Group 2 had previous antimicrobial therapy with two antibiotics or more. 123 species of bacteria were isolated in 82 cases (66.7%) in group 1. The predominant pathogens were Gram-negative bacilli (60.6%), such as Enteric coli and Pseudomonas aeruginosa etc. In group 2, 89 species were obtained in 83 cases (76.2%). Gram-positive Streptococcus was 48.6% (Streptococcus pneumoniae 15.6%). Polymicrobial infections, fungal infections and bilateral involvement on radiography were more common in Group 1 than in group 2. Mortality was 8.1% in Group 1 and 0 in Group 2 (P less than 0.01). It is suggested that patients who had underlying diseases and inappropriate antibiotic therapy were at increased risk for nosocomial infections.